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Appropriations still in limbo…Any hope that the “lame-duck” Congressional 
session would wrap up its work quickly has faded.  With the legislative docket full of 
“must do” bills, it appears both the Senate and the House will be working well into the 
month of December. 

The current continuing resolution, which is keeping government programs operating 
in the absence of enacted appropriations bills, is due to expire December 3.  The 
House is scheduled to vote on an extension of the bill Dec.1 keeping the stopgap 
funding bill in force until December 18. The bill would then go to the Senate where it 
is expected to be approved. 

The extension will allow lawmakers more time to try to hammer out an agreement to 
extend the expiring tax cuts, avoid a deep cut in Medicare physician payments and 
determine how to handle the appropriations issue, where there appear to be three 
options on the table: (1) pass a Fiscal Year 2011 omnibus appropriations bill 
packaging all 12 regular appropriations bills, (2) extend the current continuing 
resolution into February or early March, or (3) pass a full-year continuing resolution  
-- in effect holding spending to 2010 levels.  The omnibus approach is the only one 
that would hold the possibility of enacting university projects that have been included 
in the various appropriations bills this year. 

Democrats have been preparing an omnibus spending measure for the past three 
weeks, but there are no assurances that they can muster the 60 votes needed to pass 
the bill. Senate Democrats, led by Appropriations Chairman Daniel Inouye (D-HI), hold 
out hope that they can round up enough votes, but House Democrats and the White 
House seem to be leaning toward passing a full-year continuing resolution. Republican 
leadership appears to favor a short-term continuing resolution.  That would allow them 
an opportunity early next year to attempt to roll back spending to fiscal 2008 levels 
when the GOP takes control of the House. 
 
 
Fiscal Commission Reports Target Health Care Costs 
 
Health care training and delivery did not escape the scalpel in debt reduction proposals 
released in Washington this month. 
 
The National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform appointed by President 
Obama released its long-awaited report of recommendations December 1, although a 



vote by commission members on the report has been delayed until December 3. A 
supermajority of 14 of the 18 members of the bipartisan panel must vote to approve the 
recommendations to trigger Congressional voting on them. 
The commission chairmen released preliminary recommendations November 10 
providing an indication of the types of cuts being contemplated.  Additionally, a private 
committee, the Bipartisan Policy Center's debt-reduction task force, issued it 
recommendations November 17. 

Both the final report and the initial release of proposals by the two co chairs contained 
several items focused on health care.  In general the commission recommends 
establishing a long term “global” budget for the nation’s total health care spending, and 
setting it at GDP plus 1 percent.  Both Medicare and Medicaid would be slated for 
changes, and the report recommends cancelling the new long-term care program 
authorized by the so-called CLASS Act provisions in last spring’s healthcare reform bill. 

Recommendation 3.3.5 proposes reducing “excess payments to hospitals for medical 
education.”  The recommendation says it would save $6 billion in 2015 and $60 billion 
through 2020 by “limiting hospitals’ direct GME payments to 120 percent of the national 
average salary paid to residents in 2010 and updated annually thereafter by chained 
CPI and by reducing the IME adjustment from 5.5 percent to 2.2 percent…” 

Another set of provisions would deal with resolving the long simmering sustainable-
growth rate formula, or Medicare “doc fix” as it is called. Though a combination of 
provider pay cuts, medical-liability reforms, and an increase in Medicare cost-sharing 
plans, and a “modest” cut to physician pay, the panel says the logjam could be broken 
and the issue solved.  The recommendations state that the nation could save $26 billion 
over 10 years with such changes. 

Other provisions would empower a new board created in the recent healthcare reform 
legislation that has not been established yet, but is already controversial. The 
Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB) is set to be created to make decisions on 
cost saving matters in Medicare, much like the BRAC Commission handles military 
base closings. Current law would exempt hospitals from its purview but the new deficit 
panel recommendations would extend IPAB payment recommendations to include 
hospitals. Recently, the IPAB has been gaining critics because its unelected, appointed 
members would have considerable power to enact changes and possibly limit Medicare 
services. 

Another commission proposal would have the government require pharmaceutical 
companies to offer a rebate for the inclusion of brand-name drugs as a condition of 
participating in the Medicare prescription drug program. This is projected to save the 
national treasury $49 billion. The commission chairs project almost $200 billion in 
savings by expanding cost-sharing in Medicare, placing new caps on catastrophic 
coverage, and eliminating so called “first-dollar” coverage in MediGap plans, and 
through enacting medical-liability reform. 



Other recommendations suggest placing “dual-eligible” patients in Medicaid managed 
care programs and cutting Medicare payments for bad debt.  For more information visit: 
http://www.fiscalcommission.gov/.   

To read the Dec. 1 report visit: 
http://www.fiscalcommission.gov/sites/fiscalcommission.gov/files/documents/TheMome
ntofTruth12_1_2010.pdf 

 To read a list of “$200 billion in Illustrative Savings:” 
http://www.fiscalcommission.gov/sites/fiscalcommission.gov/files/documents/Illustrative
_List_11.10.2010.pdf 

 
Additional task force weighs in 
 
A second committee unveiled its recommendations for reducing the national deficit on 
November 17.  A report from the Bipartisan Policy Center's debt-reduction task force 
aims to reduce and stabilize the federal debt below 60 percent of the nation's gross 
domestic product by 2020 and balance the primary budget (the budget other than 
interest) by 2014. It also proposes to achieve $756 billion in healthcare cost savings, 
excluding interest, by that same year.  
 
The panel was co-chaired by former Senator Pete Domenici and former White House 
Budget Director and Federal Reserve Vice Chair Alice Rivlin. Other members included 
19 former White House and Cabinet officials, former Senate and House members, 
former governors and mayors, and business, labor, and other leaders. 

To achieve healthcare savings, the plan listed a wide range of suggestions, including 
creating an incentive for employers and employees to select more cost-effective plans 
by capping the exclusion of employer-provided health benefits in 2018 and then phasing 
that out over 10 years. In the short term, the plan would control Medicare costs by 
gradually raising Medicare Part B premiums to 35percent from 25percent of total 
program costs over five years; updating Medicare's benefits package, including its 
copayment structure; and bundling Medicare's payment for post-acute care to reduce 
costs.  
 
Task force members also suggested capping awards for noneconomic and punitive 
damages for medical malpractice; helping to reduce long-term healthcare spending to 
treat obesity-related illnesses by imposing an excise tax on the manufacture and 
importation of beverages sweetened with sugar or high-fructose corn syrup; and making 
a permanent fix to the sustainable growth-rate formula. 
 
To read the task force report visit: 
http://bipartisanpolicy.org/sites/default/files/FINAL%20DRTF%20REPORT%2011.16.10.
pdf 
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Senate Defeats Earmark Ban 
 
On November 30, the Senate defeated an attempt by Senators Tom Coburn (R-OK) 
and Claire McCaskill (D-MO) to ban earmarks through fiscal year 2013, falling well short 
of the required votes despite heated rhetoric. 
 
Coburn and McCaskill sought to attach the ban—which would have been binding, unlike 
the voluntary moratorium Republicans recently adopted in the House and Senate—to a 
food safety bill.  The amendment would have established a point of order against any 
measure that included an earmark either in legislative text or in a committee report. 
 
The ban was defeated on a procedural vote of 56 to 39, 11 votes short of the 67 votes 
required to suspend the chamber’s rules and vote directly on the proposal. Of the 39 
senators who voted to do so, seven were Democrats; of the 56 members who 
dissented, eight were Republicans, including Senator Thad Cochran, the ranking 
Republican on the Senate Appropriations Committee. 
 
Both Florida senators voted to suspend the rules. 
 
The Senate in March voted 68-29 against an earmark ban, with only four Democrats 
supporting the proposal. 
 
Coburn and McCaskill both said that they hope to have the Senate hold another vote 
relating to earmarks early next year.  Coburn said, “Today’s vote shows that many in 
Congress still do not get it when it comes to understanding the severity of our economic 
challenges,” he said. “I’ll continue to offer this amendment until Congress ends this 
egregious practice once and for all.” 
 
Before the vote, Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin (D-IL) said that there is already an 
“unprecedented” amount of disclosure on earmark requests and he feels a duty to 
advocate for his home state, which includes obtaining earmarks. 
 
During debate prior to the vote, Coburn said that earmarks are also problematic 
because they are used to ease the passage of other government spending, which 
helped balloon the deficit to $1.3 trillion in fiscal year 2010.  An opponent of the earmark 
moratorium likened arguments that cutting out earmarks would lower the deficit to 
“shaving to lose weight.” 
 
The non-binding moratorium adopted by House Republicans is already fostering some 
schisms in the party, with a number of GOP lawmakers suggesting that exceptions 
should be made for transportation and infrastructure projects.  
 
The Coburn amendment defined an earmark as: 
 
 “a provision or report language included primarily at the request of a Senator or 
Member of the House of Representatives providing, authorizing, or recommending a 



specific amount of discretionary budget authority, credit authority, or other spending 
authority for a contract, loan, loan guarantee, grant, loan authority, or other expenditure 
with or to an entity, or targeted to a specific State, locality or Congressional district, 
other than through a statutory or administrative formula-driven or competitive award 
process.” 
 

Boehner Hosting Budget Meeting with Republican Governors 
 
House Speaker-designate John Boehner is hosting a meeting of newly elected 
Republican governors, including Florida Governor-elect Rick Scott, Dec. 1 in the Capitol 
to solicit ideas on boosting the economy, creating jobs and ways to reduce federal 
spending. All 15 governors slated to attend are expected to face state budget deficits in 
the coming year. 
 
Rep. Boehner has assigned a senior member of his staff to lead his continuing outreach 
to the governors. The congressman likened the new collaborative effort to one in 1996 
between Congressional leaders and the governors that produced compromise welfare 
reform legislation eventually signed by then-President Clinton. 
 
 
Federal Process Announced for Hospitals Seeking Additional GME 
Residency Slots – Deadline January 21 
 
A new regulation by the federal government outlines the process it will use for hospitals 
wishing to seek additional Graduate Medical Education residency positions being made 
available under a provision in last spring’s healthcare reform legislation.  The provision 
calls for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to recall and redistribute the 
nation’s unused residency training slots, which provide reimbursement under Medicare. 
 
Following publication of its proposed rule last summer, CMS recently released its final 
Calendar Year 2011 Hospital Outpatient Prospective Payment System -- or OPPS -- 
regulation.  It contains several changes to the GME program based on provisions in the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA.) The regulations were published in the Federal Register 
November 24 and take effect January 1, 2011.  For a copy, visit: 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/pdf/2010-27926.pdf 
 
In general, CMS will take back 65 percent of residency slots that have gone unused by 
a hospital for the past three years and redistribute them according to certain criteria. 
The ACA specifies that 70 percent of the unused slots must be redistributed to hospitals 
in states with resident-to-population ratios in the lowest quartile, and Florida is among 
those states. The ACA also requires CMS to allocate the remaining 30 percent of the 
redistributed slots to hospitals in rural areas and to hospitals located in the 10 states 
with the highest proportion of their populations living in a health professional shortage 
area. The deadline for hospitals to apply for redistributed slots is January 21, 2011.  
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$230 Million Competition Opens for GME programs at Teaching Health 
Centers – Deadline December 30 
The federal Health Resources and Services Administration has announced that it is 
making $230 million available for a new Teaching Health Center Graduate Medical 
Education program.  Applications are due December 30. 

The funding, made available by the Affordable Care Act, is intended to support 
community-based training in ambulatory primary care settings, including health centers. 
According to HRSA, payments will be made for direct and indirect expenses to qualified 
teaching health centers that are listed as sponsoring institutions by the relevant 
accrediting body for expansion of existing, or establishing of new approved, graduate 
medical residency training programs. 

Program awards are expected to run from July, 2011 through June 2016.  The average 
size of awards is expected to average $900,000.  For the full HRSA announcement, 
visit:https://grants.hrsa.gov/webExternal/FundingOppDetails.asp?FundingCycleId=4DF3F02A-05B4-
45B9-AC71-
110DCE430259&ViewMode=EU&GoBack=&PrintMode=&OnlineAvailabilityFlag=&pageNumber=&version
=&NC=&Popup 

 

Senate Focus Now on Expiring Renewable Energy Tax Item 

With the lame duck session of Congress only weeks away, the current last-ditch hope 
for energy-related legislation is centering on a possible extension of a grant program as 
part of a final compromise on expiring tax cuts. 

The Treasury Grant Program was created by Section 1603 of last year's economic 
stimulus legislation, H.R. 1.  It provides “convertible” construction grants to renewable 
energy companies in lieu of tax credits that became impracticable as a result of equity 
market consequences of the 2008 recession.  

Letters to Congressional leaders from 22 environmental groups including the Sierra 
Club and Natural Resources Defense Council, as well as trade associations 
representing the renewable energy industries (wind, solar, geothermal and biomass) 
have sought an extension. All agree that the program has led to growth and tens of 
thousands of jobs and that failure to extend it will lead to a serious industry slow down.  

Advocates assume that an omnibus tax extension bill will eventually be negotiated 
between the White House and Congressional Democrats and Republicans, and their 
hope is to have the grant program included. 
 

Congress Passes 30-day “Fix” to Avert Medicare Physician Pay Cut 
Congress acted November 29 to ensure that physicians will not face a 23 percent 
Medicare pay cut on December 1.  Instead, there will be a one-month extension 
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providing a 2.2 percent update to the sustainable growth rate (SGR) formula for the 
remainder of 2010.  This extension, which will cost approximately $1 billion, will be paid 
for by cutting reimbursement for physical and occupational therapy services under 
Medicare. 

This action constitutes the fifth short-term extension passed by Congress in 2010 alone. 

The President is now urging Congress to pass a one-year relief package, which would 
avert further cuts to physician payment through the end of 2011. He also appealed for 
an end to the destabilizing cycle of short-term patches.   

Bipartisan discussions are currently under way in both the House and Senate to reach 
an agreement on a one-year fix before the end of the lame duck session later this 
month.  Negotiations are being held on finding offsets to cover the $16 billion cost of the 
legislation, with Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus and Ranking 
Member Charles Grassley stating confidence that they will find a mutually agreeable 
way to pay for it. 

 

NIH to Create Consolidated Institute for Substance Use, Abuse, and 
Addiction Research 

NIH Director Francis Collins announced his decision November 18 to create a single 
institute for substance use, abuse, and addiction research. The decision follows a 
study of the issues and recommendation by the NIH’s new Scientific Management 
Review Board.  

In announcing the move, Dr. Collins said, “The formation of a single, new Institute 
devoted to such research makes scientific sense and would enhance NIH's efforts to 
address the substance abuse and addiction problems that take such a terrible toll on 
our society.” 

The new Institute would integrate the relevant research portfolios from the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, and 
other NIH Institutes and Centers. 

NIH Principal Deputy Director Lawrence A. Tabak and National Institute of Arthritis 
and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases Director Stephen I. Katz will head a staff 
task force to examine the portfolios of NIH's 27 Institutes and Centers to determine 
where substance use, abuse, and addiction research programs currently exist and to 
make recommendations about what programs should be moved into the new 
Institute. The task force is expected to produce a detailed plan for Dr. Collins in the 
summer of 2011. Until then, all existing substance use, abuse, and addiction 
research programs at NIH will continue without change, according to Dr. Collins. His 
statement is available at: http://www.nih.gov/news/health/nov2010/od-18.htm 
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The Scientific Management Review Board will meet again December 7 to hear a report 
by its Translational Medicine and Therapeutics (TMAT) Working Group, expected to 
recommend a new translational research strategy for NIH that may also involve 
reorganization of related programs.   
 
 
House Sidesteps Bill to Cut National Public Radio Funding 
 
An attempt to eliminate Federal funds for National Public Radio was rejected in the 
House of Representatives November 18. 

Sponsored by Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-CO), H.R. 5538 would have begun the funding 
cuts after 2012.  The Congressman attempted to add the measure to an unrelated 
telework bill being debated on the House floor.  However, the procedural effort was 
rejected when the House voted 239-171 to move forward with debate on the underlying 
telework bill.   

In addition to cutting direct funding for NPR delivered through grants from various 
federal agencies, the proposal also would have cut federal grants to local public radio 
stations. Congressman Lamborn said he objects to the use of taxpayer dollars for NPR 
but added that “I myself enjoy NPR programming.” 

Federal funding for public broadcasting faces challenges on other fronts as well. This 
month, the bipartisan co-chairs of the President’s National Commission on Fiscal 
Responsibility and Reform proposed eliminating annual federal funding for the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting and the Public Telecom Facilities Grant Program 
(PTFP) and USDA’s Public Broadcasting Grants program.  

In response, NPR is urging member stations to meet with Members of Congress on the 
issues and to invite them to tour their stations. A guide to advocacy efforts is available 
at: https://filemanager.capwiz.com/filemanager/file-mgr/npr/Station_Guide_to_Advocacy.pdf 

 
 
Presidential Report Provides Roadmap for Federal Role in 
Transforming America’s Energy System  
 
The United States should craft a government-wide Federal energy policy and update it 
regularly with strategic Quadrennial Reviews similar to those produced regularly by the 
Department of Defense, according to a report on the Nation’s looming energy 
challenges released November 29 by the President’s Council of Advisors on Science 
and Technology (PCAST), a group of presidentially appointed experts from academia, 
non-governmental organizations, and industry.  
 
The report, Accelerating the Pace of Change in Energy Technologies Through an 
Integrated Federal Energy Policy, provides a roadmap for the Federal role in 
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transforming the U.S. energy system within one to two decades—a transformation that 
is necessary, it concludes, for reasons of economic competitiveness, environmental 
stewardship, and national security.  
 
The report calls for significant changes in the way the Federal government coordinates 
the complex job of fulfilling the Nation’s energy needs across individual agencies and 
programs. It also calls for significantly increasing Federal investments in energy-related 
research and development, and suggests new revenue options that could support the 
development of more efficient energy technologies. To read the report, visit: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/pcast-energy-release-
final.pdf 

 

NSF Meetings of Interest 

SUS faculty may be interested in the following public meetings: 

National Science Foundation Center for Particulate and Surfactant Systems 
(CPASS) IAB Meeting 
February 15, 2011 8 am to February 17, 2011 5 pm at the University of Florida.  

This is a meeting of the industry advisory board and center members to assess ongoing 
research and set priorities for new research directions. Visitors interested in 
membership are welcome if they are willing to sign a non-disclosure agreement.  

Contacts 
Brij M. Moudgil, (352) 846-1194 bmoudgil@perc.ufl.edu 
For more information, please visit: 
http://www.nsf.gov/events/event_summ.jsp?cntn_id=117301&WT.mc_id=USNSF_13  
 
 
National Science Foundation Center for Design of Analog Digital Integrated 
Circuits (CDADIC) IAB Meeting 
 
February 17, 2011 7 am to February 18, 2011 5 pm in Seattle, WA  

This is a bi-annual meeting of the industry advisory board and center members to 
assess ongoing research and set priorities for new research directions. Visitors 
interested in membership are welcome if they are willing to sign a non-disclosure 
agreement.  

Contacts 
Joanne Buteau, (509) 335-5379 jbuteau@wsu.edu 
For more information, please visit: 
http://www.nsf.gov/events/event_summ.jsp?cntn_id=117974&WT.mc_id=USNSF_13 
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Highlights of Competitive Grant Opportunities at Federal Agencies  

Agency: Department of Comerce 
Economic Development Administration 

Program: FY 2010 Gulf Oil Spill Supplemental Federal Funding Opportunity Grant 

Description: The Economic Development Administration (EDA) announces general 
policies and application procedures for the FY 2010 Gulf Oil Spill 
Supplemental Federal Funding Opportunity. This investment assistance 
will be made available to help devise and implement short or long-term 
economic redevelopment strategies and for technical assistance activities 
to address economic development challenges in regions impacted by the 
discharge of oil stemming from the April 20, 2010, BP Deepwater Horizon 
drilling rig explosion. EDA will administer the Gulf Oil Spill Assistance 
among its Atlanta and Austin regional offices, which together cover the 
areas that have felt the greatest impact of the oil spill, specifically the 
States of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, and Texas. Please see 
the FFO, linked below, for more information. 

Due Date: Rolling Applications 

Funding: $1,500,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58148  

 

Agency: Department of Agriculture 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture 

Program: International Science and Education Grants Program 

Description: The International Science and Education (ISE) Competitive Grants 
Program  supports research, extension, and teaching activities that will 
enhance the capabilities of American colleges and universities to conduct 
international collaborative research, extension and teaching. ISE projects 
are expected to enhance the international content of curricula; ensure that 
faculty work beyond the U.S. and bring lessons learned back home; 
promote international research partnerships; enhance the use and 
application of foreign technologies in the U.S.; and strengthen the role that 
colleges and universities play in maintaining U.S. competitiveness. 

Due Date: 1/19/2011 

Funding: Total Award: $2,900,000; Award Ceiling: $150,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58801  
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Agency: Department of Agriculture 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture 

Program: Higher Education Challenge Grant 

Description: Projects supported by the Higher Education Challenge Grants Program 
will: (1) address a state, regional, national, or international educational 
need; (2) involve a creative or non-traditional approach toward addressing 
that need that can serve as a model to others; (3) encourage and facilitate 
better working relationships in the university science and education 
community, as well as between universities and the private sector, to 
enhance program quality and supplement available resources; and (4) 
result in benefits that will likely transcend the project duration and USDA 
support. 

Due Date: 2/4/2011 

Funding: Total Award: $5,300,000; Award Ceiling: $750,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58758  

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences 

Program: Biomolecular Dynamics, Structure, and Function 

Description: This Cluster supports fundamental research in the areas of molecular 
biophysics and biochemistry. The cluster gives high priority to the creative 
projects that address the relationships between structure, function, and 
dynamics in studies of individual biomolecules and their complexes by an 
integrated approach of theory, computation, and experimental methods 
such as NMR, X-ray crystallography, EPR, and optical spectroscopy 
including single molecule methods.   

Due Date: 1/12/2011 

Funding: Unknown 

Website: 
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503609&WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&
WT.mc_ev=click  

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences 

Program: Cellular Processes 
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Description: The Cellular Processes Cluster encourages the use of innovative 
approaches and technologies that resolve long-standing questions in cell 
biology. The cluster seeks to support imaginative projects that integrate 
research on processes at the supramolecular and cellular scales.  The 
cluster recognizes the need for rigorous, quantitative approaches for cell 
biology and welcomes multidisciplinary research that includes physical, 
mathematical, and computational approaches.   Areas of particular interest 
include live-cell imaging, single-particle analysis of macromolecular 
assemblies, architectural organization and dynamics of structures over 
broad dimensional scales.   

Due Date: 1/12/2011 

Funding: Unknown 

Website: 
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503612&WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&
WT.mc_ev=click  

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences 

Program: Networks and Regulation 

Description: The Networks and Regulation Cluster seeks to support creative proposals 
that offer a comprehensive understanding of the emergent properties of 
cells, organisms, and (microbial) communities. The cluster promotes 
fundamental research addressing questions about how cells integrate 
environmental signals with their internal genetic and metabolic programs 
to regulate physiology, development or behavior. The proposals in the 
following areas are particularly encouraged:  Signaling and metabolic 
networks; The minimal cell, synthetic biology and the origins of life; 
Environmental interactions and microbial communities. 

Due Date: 1/12/2011 

Funding: Unknown 

Website: 
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503611&WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&
WT.mc_ev=click  

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences 

Program: Genetic Mechanisms 
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Description: The Genetic Mechanisms Cluster supports inventive studies seeking to 
address fundamental questions such as: How do genes work? How are 
genes maintained and inherited? How do genes and genomes change? 
The Cluster welcomes the development and use of innovative in vivo and 
in vitro approaches, including biochemical, biophysical, computational, 
genetic, genomic, and metagenomic methods.  Funding priority is given to 
proposals that identify critical gaps in our understanding, propose 
imaginative experiments to fill the gaps, and promise high-impact 
contributions and significant forward movement in the following areas:  
Gene expression and epigenetics; Chromosome dynamics, DNA 
replication, repair, recombination and inheritance; Evolution of geners and 
genomes. 

Due Date: 1/12/2011 

Funding: Unknown 

Website: 
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503610&WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&
WT.mc_ev=click  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: NIDCR Behavioral or Social Intervention Planning and Pilot Data Grant 

Description: The purpose of the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research 
Behavioral or Social Intervention Planning and Pilot Data Grant program is 
to support the planning, design, documentation, and pilot data collection 
for investigator-initiated studies of behavioral or social interventions 
relevant to oral, dental or craniofacial health.  

Due Date: 1/10/2011 

Funding: Award ceiling: $350,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58778  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: The Market for Long-Term Care Insurance Grant 

Description: This announcement solicits research applications from 
institutions/organizations proposing to advance knowledge on the 
economics of long-term care, including topics related to private and public 

http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503610&WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click�
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503610&WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click�
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58778�


LTC insurance, the Community Living Assistance Services and Supports 
program, and related topics. The program is a component of the Common 
Fund initiative on Health Economics for Health Care Reform 

Due Date: 1/18/2011 

Funding: $1,400,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58742  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Integrating Comparative Effectiveness Research Findings into Care 
Delivery through Economic Incentives Grant 

Description: This announcement solicits exploratory and developmental research  
applications from institutions/organizations proposing to advance 
knowledge on the ways in which comparative effectiveness research can 
be used to maximize the value of health care delivery in the United States. 
Specifically, the research sought under this announcement should inform 
the ways in which findings from CER can be incorporated into the 
incentives faced by providers, consumers, and payers in order to bring 
about meaningful changes in clinical practice that could improve the 
quality of care for patients while helping to restrain growth in health care 
costs. The program is a component of the Common Fund initiative on 
Health Economics for Health Care Reform 

Due Date: 1/18/2011 

Funding: Total Award: $1,000,000; Award Ceiling: $200,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58743  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: NIH Basic Behavioral and Social Science Opportunity Network (OppNet) 
Short-term Mentored Career Development Awards in the Basic Behavioral 
and Social Sciences for Mid-career and Senior Investigators Grant 

Description: This NIH announcement, issued by the NIH Basic Behavioral and Social 
Science Opportunity Network solicits applications for short-term mentored 
career development (K18) awards in the basic behavioral and social 
sciences research from three months to one year in duration. The program 
targets established, mid-career and senior investigators, to support their 

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58742�
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58743�


development of research capability in Basic Behavioral and Social 
Sciences.  

Due Date: 1/24/2011 

Funding: Unknown 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58869  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: National Gene Vector Biorepository and Coordinating Center Grant 

Description: The purpose of this announcement is to solicit grant applications to 
provide a resource to support authorized investigators in gene transfer 
research. The resources sought include laboratory services and a 
repository of data and materials of use to the research community with an 
interest in gene transfer. The applications are also expected to include 
one or more proposals for original research in areas related to the 
resource and the services it provides. 

Due Date: 1/27/2011 

Funding: $600,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58597  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Support Opportunity for Addiction Research (SOAR) for New Investigators 
Grant 

Description: This announcement is intended to support new investigators’ on-going 
basic or clinical alcohol, drug abuse, and/or related co-morbidity research. 
The primary goal of this Support Opportunity for Addiction Research is for 
new investigators to leverage existing research programs in order to 
strengthen, possibly expand, and/or further develop alcohol, drug abuse, 
and co-morbidity research. 

Due Date: 2/2/2011 

Funding: $1,200,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58712  

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58869�
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Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Methods and Approaches for Detection of Gene-Environment Interactions 
in Human Disease Grant 

Description: This announcement by the National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences encourages grant applications from institutions/organizations to 
develop and test innovative statistical and bioinformatics methods and 
analytical strategies and study designs for identifying gene-environment 
interactions for complex human diseases.  

Due Date: 2/3/2011 

Funding: Award ceiling: $275,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58746  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Innovative Bioavailability Assays to Assess the Effectiveness of 
Contaminated Sediment Renediation 

Description: The National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences invites qualified 
investigators from domestic institutions of higher education to submit an 
application for a Superfund Research Program Individual Research 
Project Grant. This announcement encourages the research community to 
develop innovative bioavailability assays to determine the effectiveness of 
contaminated sediment remediation. 

Due Date: 2/17/2011 

Funding: Total Award: $1,160,000; Award Ceiling: $200,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58641  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Medical Marijuana Policy Research: Exploring Trends and Impacts Grant 

Description: This announcement will support research on medical marijuana-related 
quasi-natural experiments in the US. It solicits Research Project Grant 
(R01) applications to assess social, behavioral, and public health impacts 
of medical marijuana use and policies. Secondary data applications which 

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58746�
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58641�


utilize national or state level longitudinal or panel data are highly 
encouraged. 

Due Date: 2/18/2011 

Funding: Total Award: $2,000,000; Award Ceiling: $500,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58603  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Exploratory Grant Program in Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy 
Grant 

Description: This announcement solicits Research Program Project Grant (R01) 
applications from institutions/organizations proposing exploratory 
collaborative research on sudden unexpected death in epilepsy. This 
program is for support of new projects, not continuation of projects that 
have already been initiated.  

Due Date: 3/2/2011 

Funding: Unknown 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58674  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Superfund Hazardous Substance Research and Training Program Grant 

Description: The National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences is announcing the 
continuation of the Superfund Hazardous Substance Research and 
Training Program. SRP Center grants will support problem-based, 
solution-oriented research Centers that consist of multiple, integrated 
projects representing both the biomedical and non-biomedical disciplines; 
as well as cores tasked with administrative, community engagement, 
research translation, research support, and training functions.  

Due Date: 4/15/2011 

Funding: $10,000,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58609  
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Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Translational Tools for Clinical Studies of Mind/Body and Manual Therapy 
CAM Interventions Grant 

Description: This announcement, issued by the National Center for Complementary 
and Alternative Medicine, encourages investigator-initiated applications 
that propose to develop, enhance, and validate translational tools to 
facilitate rigorous study of complementary/alternative medicine 
approaches that are in wide use by the public. This program focuses on 
encouraging the development of improved research methodology to study 
safety, efficacy, and clinical effectiveness of mind-body interventions (such 
as meditation), manual therapies (such as spinal manipulation or 
massage), and/or yoga therapy.  

Due Date: 4/29/2011 

Funding: Total Award: $3,000,000; Award Ceiling: $300,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58782  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Development of Outcome Measures to Determine Success of Hearing 
Health Care 

Description: This announcement, issued by the National Institute on Deafness and 
Other Communication Disorders, encourages Research Project Grant 
(R01) applications from institutions/organizations that propose to develop 
and evaluate a set of outcome measures to determine the success of 
hearing health care for adults with hearing loss. There is a compelling 
need to identify the variables contributing to successful hearing health 
care outcomes, particularly the patient-centered and instrument-centered 
variables contributing to successful hearing aid use. 

Due Date: 2/1/2012 

Funding: Unknown 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=51997  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: International Research Scientist Development Award Grant 

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58782�
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Description: This program supports U.S. postdoctoral biomedical, epidemiological, 
clinical, social and behavioral scientists in the formative stages of their 
careers to conduct research in developing countries. These awards will 
support three- to five-years of protected time for mentored research and 
career development experiences, leading to an independent research 
career focused on global health. 

Due Date: 3/1/2012 

Funding: Unknown 

Website:
 http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId
=50754  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Independent Scientist in Global Health Award Grant 

Description: The purpose of the Independent Scientist Award in Global Health is to 
foster the development of outstanding scientists and enable them to 
expand their potential to make significant contributions to their field of 
research in global health.  The K02 award provides three, four, or five 
years of research and salary support, and protected time for newly 
independent scientists who can demonstrate the need for a period of 
intensive research focus as a means of enhancing their research careers. 
Each independent scientist career award program must be tailored to 
meet the individual needs of the candidate. 

Due Date: 3/1/2012 

Funding: Unknown 

Website:
 http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId
=50753  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Feasibility Studies for Collaborative Interaction for Minority 
Institution/Cancer Center Partnership Grant 

Description: The National Cancer Institute (NCI) invites applications for linked awards 
using the NIH P20 funding mechanism and intended for feasibility studies 
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to assist researchers and faculty at Minority-Serving Institutions establish 
collaborative partnerships with the researchers and faculty of NCI-
designated Cancer Centers (or other institutions with highly-organized, 
integrated research efforts focused on cancer). This announcement is 
designed to facilitate planning and implementation of focused 
collaborations in cancer-related research, training, career development, 
education, and/or outreach. 

Due Date: 4/19/2012 

Funding: Award ceiling: $275,000 

Website:
 http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId
=47895  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Rapid Assessment Post-Impact of Disaster (RAPID) Grant  

Description: The purpose of this announcement is to provide a rapid funding 
mechanism for research on the post-impact of disasters, in order to permit 
access to a disaster area in the immediate aftermath of the event. 
Potential applicants are strongly encouraged to contact the National 
Institute of Mental Health Program Staff before submitting a RAPID 
application to determine whether or not the proposed work meets the 
guidelines of this program, whether requested RAPID funding is likely to 
be available, and whether the idea should be considered for initial 
submission as a fully developed application.  

Due Date: 4/22/2012 

Funding: Award ceiling: $50,000 

Website:
 http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId
=46964  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Women's Mental Health and Sex/Gender Differences Research Grant 
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Description: This announcement encourages grant applications from 
institutions/organizations that propose to study womens’ mental health 
and sex/gender differences in mental health. 

Due Date: 5/7/2012 

Funding: Unknown 

Website:
 http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId
=45408  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Career Enhancement Award for Stem Cell Research Grant 

Description: The purpose of the Career Enhancement Award for Stem Cell Research 
(K18) is to encourage investigators to obtain the training and career 
development they need to appropriately use stem cells in their research. 
Human embryonic stem cells (hESC) have only recently become 
available, and most investigators are not prepared to handle, maintain, or 
properly study hESCs. Likewise, the potential of human adult or cord 
blood, and even animal, stem cells for understanding, treating, and curing 
human disease is great. 

Due Date: 5/7/2012 

Funding: Unknown 

Website:
 http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId
=45477  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Medications Development for the Treatment of Pregnant/Postpartum 
Women with Substance Related Disorders and/or In Utero Substance 
Exposed Neonates Grant 

Description: The purpose of this announcement, issued by the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse, is to foster the development of novel pharmacological 
strategies for the treatment of pregnant/postpartum women with 
Substance Related Disorders and/or in utero substance exposed 
neonates. 
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Due Date: 5/7/2012 

Funding: Unknown 

Website:
 http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId
=45582  

 

Agency: Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Exploratory/Developmental Clinical Research Grants in Obesity Grant 

Description: This announcement issued by the National Institute of Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Diseases; the National Heart, Lung and Blood 
Institute; the National Cancer Institute; the National Center for 
Complementary and Alternative Medicine and the NIH Office of Dietary 
Supplements, encourages research grant applications from 
institutions/organizations that propose to conduct 
exploratory/developmental clinical studies that will accelerate the 
development of effective interventions for prevention or treatment of 
overweight or obesity in adults and/or children. Exploratory 
epidemiological research with a goal of informing translational/clinical 
research will also be supported within this program. 

Due Date: 5/7/2012 

Funding: Award ceiling: $200,000 

Website:
 http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&flag2006=false&oppId
=45944  

 

Agency: Department of State 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 

Program: The Future Leaders Exchange Program: Host Family and School 
Placement and Monitoring Grant 

Description: The Future Leaders Exchange program seeks to promote mutual 
understanding between the United States and the countries of Eurasia by 
providing secondary school students from the region the opportunity to live 
in American society for an academic year. Organizations are invited to 
submit proposals to identify host schools; vet, select, and monitor host 
families; and place and monitor a portion of the students participating in 
the FLEX program during the 2011-12 academic year.  
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Due Date: 1/5/2011 

Funding: Total Award: $8,000,000; Award Ceiling: $800,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58795  

 

Agency: National Endowment for the Humanities 

Program: Institutes for Advanced Topics in the Digital Humanities Grant 

Description: These National endowment for the Humanities grants support national or 
regional (multistate) training programs for scholars and advanced 
graduate students to broaden and extend their knowledge of digital 
humanities. Through these programs, NEH seeks to increase the number 
of humanities scholars using digital technology in their research and to 
broadly disseminate knowledge about advanced technology tools and 
methodologies relevant to the humanities.  

Due Date: 2/16/2011 

Funding: Award ceiling: $250,000 

Website: http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=58613  
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